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an officer fight against this new agitation led as it is by
this economic aim ; yet it will just be this fight which will
lose him the confidence of the masses. These considera-
tions were but little expected by me on the part of the
masses. It were better to attempt to strengthen the
position of the officers by the separation and sending
home of those of the men who were tending to follow the
new economic ideas of the radicals. Of course, such
sendings home to a great extent and, on the other hand,
hindrances and reductions, rather put it out of the ques-
tion to attempt to keep the state of readiness for sea of the
personnel up to the necessary mark.
The revival of the authority of the officers would also
serve the higher jurisdiction which I had at the beginning
requested and had now assigned to me.   Co-operation
with the Soldiers' Councils was excluded from this; in
this way I had at least a shadow of right to my hand
which was the only one at my disposal.   In January I
could still award punishments for infractions of discipline.
Permission for such a thing had come from the ship's
company, who wanted a certain amount of order and
security of personal property. The lawyer of the Squadron
had modified the punishment orders which had been upset
by the Revolution and placed at the will of the men.
The punishments of arrest, whose award and execution
on land was met with much opposition and which was not
altogether possible, were replaced by money fines or done
away with altogether.   The new disciplinary punishment
code was held in universal esteem by high and low and
the men accustomed themselves again to the idea that
infractions of discipline were to be atoned for by punish-
ments.  After the installation of the new Government the
earlier punishment code, which did not mention fines,
was brought into force again.  The Navy Office would not